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Class A

Creek Destiny: $2495

The Destiny marks a giant step forward in design and
sound from its predecessor, the 5350SE ($1595). The
spartan, minimalist aesthetic of earlier Creek gear
has been replaced by sleck, modern styling, and the
company’s discrete MOSEET circuitry has been re-
fined and upgraded with separate power-supply and
voltage-referencing circuits for each channel. BJR
noted pristine high frequencies, organic low-level
dynamic articulation, and superb inner detail across
the frequency spectrum, and decided to make the
Destiny his new reference for affordable integrateds.
“The detailed, dynamic, and delicate Destiny cre-
ates an overall musical presentation that competes
with much more expensive separates, both tube and
solid-state,” he concludes. Because of its protection
circuitry, the amp shouldn’t be asked to continuously
drive high signal levels into loudspeakers that drop to
2 ohms or below, warned JA. The Destiny’s plug-in
moving-magnet phono board ($500) uses a split-rail

power supply with twice the usual number of pins to
allow for separate left and right connectors with both
positive and negative phase. It enhanced the perfor-
mance of BJR’s analog system, providing deeper bass,
airier highs, and greater detail. (Vol.30 No.1, Vol.31
No.l WWW)




Class B

Music Hall MMF 9.1: $2195 $$$

The MMF 9.1 includes a prc—mm.mtcd Goldring Ero-
ica LX low-output moving-coil cartridge and a much-
improved carbon-fiber tonearm. Like the MMF 9, the
9.1 1s built on a triplc-laycrcd MDF plinrh interfaced

Sorbothane pucks, and has an electronically regulated

outboard motor. Mikey noted “great detail, a stable,
solid, generous three-dimensional soundstage, and
coherent tonal and harmonic palettes.” Care should
be taken to avoid knocking the tonearm against the
“dangerous” U—Sll;lp(,‘d armrest. Price includes tone-

arm and cartridge. (Vol.31 No.7)

To cut costs, the whestTWO replaces the recom-
mended but discontinued PhonoStage.20’s toroidal
power supply and aluminum chassis with a large,
custom-built power supply in a plastic case. A high-
quality circuit board includes all of the electronics as
well as two DIP switches for choosing loading and
gain. Compared to more expensive phono preamps,
the whestTWO produced slower transients and
“somewhat truncated” ambience retrieval, but pro-
vided an organic, coherent overall sound. “Another
efficient, impeccable product from designer James
Henriot,” Mikey concluded. (Vol.31 No.7




Creek Classic 5350SE: $1695 $$$ v

Now called the Classic 5350SE, this solid-state,
remote-controlled 85Wpc integrated features a pas-
sive preamp stage and extensive switching capabil-
ity. Headphone output, but no balance control. BJR
found the SE neutral throughout the frequency range,
with “lifelike, delicate, yet forceful transient articula-
tion . . . organic reproduction of low-level dynamic
nuances and subtle ambient cues,” and “a degree of
bass definition, articulation, clarity, and bottom-end
extension unlike any I've heard from any amplifier in
this price range and/or power rating.” ST thinks the
little integrated is just as transparent and, subjectively,
almost as powerful as the Musical Fidelity A3“®. Bor-
derlne Class A. Non-SE version has 75Wpc and some
lower-quality parts for $250 less, and offers solid Class
B performance. Four optional plug-in phono boards
available: MM for $130 or $80 (SE and non-SE, re-
spectively), MC for $150 or $100. Using the MMSE
phono board ($130) to compare the Creek with the
GSP Audio Era Gold Mk.V and the EAR 834P, BJR
noted a “beautifully colorless midrange with excel-
lent resolution of detail.” While the Creek offered
more extended high frequencies, more refined tran-
sients, and cleaner bass, the GSP and EAR topped the
5350SE in low-bass extension and high-level dynamic
slam. (Vol.24 Nos.3 & 4, Vol.28 No.1 WWW




Epos M16i: $1999/pair $$$

The M16i is a slim, 2%-way, reflex-loaded floor-
stander. Like all of Epos’s new “” loudspeakers, the
M161 boasts improved 1" aluminum-dome tweeters,
upgraded crossovers, high-quality binding posts, and
attractive, book-matched cabinets. Though it lacked
some bass heft, the M16i proved to be “an extraor-
dinarily detailed, delicate, and involving loudspeaker,
and a great value to boot,” decided BJR. Set against the
Avalon NP Evolution 2.0, the M16i was noticeably less
sensitive and threw a smaller soundstage, but offered
a more natural midrange and greater high-frequency
extension. JA was impressed by the Epos’s “excellent

measured performance.” (Vol.31 Nos.6 & 7 WWW)

Music Hall c¢d25.2: $695 $$$

ST was surprised by this “overachieving” CD player.
Using a Philips VAM 1202/19 transport and a Burr-
Brown PCM 1738 24-bit/192kHz DAC, the cd25.2
had life, light, air, delicacy, smoothness, resolution,
and excellent dynamics. Though it didn’t offer the
top-level performance of more expensive players, it
had no serious flaws, and admirable fitn’finish. ST
“Roy Hall’s Music Hall ¢d25.2 CD player is an excel-
lent buy.” (Vol.29 No.4)




Class C



